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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in correlating 
any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application should be 
directed to Art Unit 2617. 



Response to Amendment 

2. This Action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 3/2/2006. The Applicant 
amended claims 9, 13, and 29; and added claim 32. Accordingly, claims 9-15, and 28-32 are currendy 
pending in the present application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making and 
using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or 
with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by 
the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 13 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the 
inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

Claims 13 and 29 recites the limitations of " a device operating pursuant to IEEE standard 
802.15.1 ". These limitations were not described in the specification of the present application at the 
time the invention was made. Applicant's amended the specification to introduce new matter by 
stating that " the Bluetooth protocol has been standardized as IEEE 802.15.1 ". However, this 
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constitutes new matter, because the question that remains is, if at the time of the invention the 
Bluetooth protocol was already standardized as IEEE 802.15.1 or not. 

Applicant is welcomed to point out were in the specification, originally filed, where the 
Examiner can find support for the above-mentioned limitations the limitations if the Applicant 
believes that the specification supports the limitations. 

For purposes of examination the Bluetooth protocol and the standard IEEE 802.15.1 are 
interpreted as short-range wireless technologies. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 9- 12, 14, 15, 28, and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Santhoff US 2004/0002346 Al. 

Regarding claim 9, Santhoff discloses a method of determining the location of a wireless 
mobile communication device operating in a wireless communication system (p. 0038, lines 1-5), 
comprising: 

the wireless mobile communication device transmitting a first wireless signal at a 
predetermined transmission power level (p.0032; p.0038, lines 5-9; p. 0048; a mobile wireless device 
having a unknown geographic location transmits an initial request to fixed position wireless devices, 
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in the preferred embodiment the wireless device employs ultra-wideband radio that may transmit 
UWB pulses, or signals at a fixed power level or the power of transmission of the UWB pulse); 

receiving the first wireless signal at a known location and transmitting a second wireless 
signal from the known location in response to the first wireless signal (p. 0038, lines 5-17; the fixed 
position wireless devices having known geographic locations receive the initial request and transmit 
in response positioning information to the first mobile wireless device); and 

determining in the wireless mobile communication device the location of the wireless mobile 
communication device based on the second wireless signal and the predetermined transmission 
power level (p. 0040, lines 1-8; p. 0042; p.0046, lines 1-6; the first mobile wireless device determines 
its location from the received signals from the fixed wireless devices which were received in 
response to the first wireless signal with a fixed power level). 

Regarding claim 10, Santhoff discloses the method of claim 9, wherein the second wireless 
signal includes information indicative of the known location (p.0042, lines 11-20; p.0046, lines 1-6; 
the response signals from the fixed wireless devices are embedded with its geographic position). 

Regarding claim 11, Santhoff discloses the method of claim 9, wherein said step of 
receiving the first wireless signal includes receiving the first wireless signal at a plurality of known 
locations (p.0038; the initial request signal transmitted from a first wireless device is received at fixed 
position wireless device having known geographic locations), and wherein said step of transmitting a 
second wireless signal includes transmitting a second wireless signal from each of the plurality of 
known locations (p.0038), said determining step including determining that the wireless mobile 
communication device is located within a predetermined distance of each of the plurality of known 
locations from which the second wireless signal has been transmitted (p.0040; p.0046). 
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Regarding claim 12, Santhoff discloses the method of claim 9, wherein said determining 
step includes determining that the wireless mobile communication device is located within a 
predetermined distance of the known location (p.0046, lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 14, Santhoff discloses the method of claim 9, including identifying the 
known location based on the second wireless signal (p.0042, lines 11-20; p.0046, lines 1-6; the 
response signals from the fixed wireless devices are embedded with its geographic position). 

Regarding claim 15, Santhoff discloses the method of claim 14, wherein said identifying 
step includes the wireless mobile communication device receiving the second wireless signal and 
identifying the known location based on the second wireless signal (p. 0042, lines 1 1-20; p.0046, lines 
1-6; the response signals from the fixed wireless devices with known location are embedded with its 
geographical position and also information of its time of transmission, the wireless device receives 
these signals and with this information can triangulate and accurately determine its geographical 
position). 

Regarding claim 28, Santhoff discloses a wireless mobile communication device, 
comprising: 

an output for transmitting a wireless signal at a predetermined transmission power level 
(Figure 3; p.0043; lines 5-13; p.0032; p.0038, lines 5-9; p.0048; the mobile wireless includes a 
transmitter 302 to transmit an initial request to fixed position wireless devices, in the preferred 
embodiment the wireless device employs ultra-wideband radio that may transmit UWB pulses, or 
signals at a fixed power level or the power of transmission of the UWB pulse ; 

an input for receiving a wireless response to said wireless signal, said wireless response 
including information indicative of a location of a source of said response (Figure 3; p.0043; lines 5- 
13; p.0038, lines 5-17; p.0042, lines 11-20; the mobile wireless devices includes a receiver 304 to 
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receive a response from the fixed position wireless devices having known geographic locations, the 
response includes the geographic position of the fixed position wireless devices) and 

a location determiner coupled to said input and responsive to said information and said 
predetermined transmission power level for determining a location of said wireless mobile 
communication device (Figure 3; p.0046, lines 1-10; the mobile wireless device includes a location 
component determine its location from the received signals from the fixed wireless devices which 
were received in response to the first wireless signal with a fixed power level). 

Regarding claim 30, Santhoff discloses the wireless mobile communication device of claim 
28, wherein said input is for receiving a plurality of wireless responses to said wireless signal, each of 
said wireless responses including information indicative of a location of a source of said wireless 
response (Figure 3; p. 0043; lines 5-13; p.0038, lines 5-17; p.0042, lines 11-20; the mobile wireless 
devices includes a receiver 304 to receive a response from the fixed position wireless devices having 
known geographic locations, the response includes the geographic position of the fixed position 
wireless devices), said location determiner responsive to said predetermined transmission power 
level and said information in said plurality of wireless responses for determining the location of said 
wireless mobile communication device (Figure 3; p.0046, lines 1-10; the mobile wireless device 
includes a location component determine its location from the received signals from the fixed 
wireless devices which were received in response to the first wireless signal with a fixed power level). 

Regarding claim 31, Santhoff discloses the wireless mobile communication device of claim 
30, wherein said location determiner is operable for determining that said wireless mobile 
communication device is located within a predetermined distance of each of the plurality of sources 
(p.0046, lines 1-10). 
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Regarding claim 32, Santhoff discloses a method of determining its location by a wireless 
mobile communication device operating in a wireless communication system operating in a wireless 
communication system, comprising: 

the wireless mobile communication device transmitting a first wireless signal at a 
transmission power level (p.0032; p. 0038, lines 5-9; p. 0048; a mobile wireless device having a 
unknown geographic location transmits an initial request to fixed position wireless devices, in the 
preferred embodiment the wireless device employs ultra-wideband radio that may transmit UWB 
pulses, or signals at a fixed power level or the power of transmission of the UWB pulse); 

the wireless mobile communication device receiving a second signal from a known location 
in response to the first wireless signal (p.0038, lines 5-17; the fixed position wireless devices having 
known geographic locations receive the initial request and transmit in response positioning 
information to the first mobile wireless device); and 

the wireless mobile communication device determining its location based on the second 
wireless signal and the transmission power level (p. 0040, lines 1-8; p. 0042; p.0046, lines 1-6; the first 
mobile wireless device determines its location from the received signals from the fixed wireless 
devices which were received in response to the first wireless signal with a fixed power level). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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7. Claim 13 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Santhoff. 
Regarding claim 13, Santhoff discloses the method of claim 9, but fails to particularly 

disclose wherein the mobile communication device is a device operating pursuant to IEEE standard 
802.15.1 (i.e. Bluetooth). However, it would have been obvious matter of design choice to modify 
the wireless device of Santhoff to operate according to the Bluetooth protocol, because is well 
known in the art for its low cost implementation. 

Regarding claim 29, the claim is rejected over the same reasons stated about claim 13, as it 
recites the same limitations of claim 13. See remarks about claim 13 above. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed on 3/2/2006, with respect to the rejection of claim 9 under 
102(e) as anticipated by Dunne et al. (US 6,745,036) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejections of claims 9, 14-15, 28, and 30-31 under 
102(e) as anticipated by Santhoff (US 2004/0002346 Al) have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to the Applicant arguments that the Santhoff publication is not a reference 
because is a continuation-in-part of a continuation-in-part of US Patent 6,519,464; and only the US 
Patent 6,519,464 has a filing date prior to the effective filing date of the present application, the 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. Although the Santhoff publication is a continuation-in-part of a 
continuation-in-part of US 6,519,464, the rejections cited are fully supported by the US Patent 
6,519,464, therefore, the Santhoff publication is a valid reference. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Marisol Figueroa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7840. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday Thru Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Lester G. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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